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of Jesus Christ could stand alone on documents of its
own, and which were dictated by the very Spirit of God
Himself. Another important result of the formation of the
New Testament Canon was to make it the main theatre and
battle-ground on which all future heresies were to be fought
out, and from which all sides alike drew as from an armoury
weapons for the fray. The Montanists, for example, drew
support for their belief that the Holy Spirit had descended
on some of their members and had made them the medium
for Divine revelations, from the promise of Jesus in the Fourth
Gospel that he would send the Paraclete after he had gone.
The Monarchians, as we shall see in a following chapter,
appealed to the passages in John and Paul where the Son
is made subordinate to the Father in all things ; the
Trinitarians, again, to those in which the Father and Son
are assumed to be co-equal and co-eternal. And thus it
would appear at first sight that the formation of the New
Canon and the subordination of the Old to it was calculated
to deflect the even course of evolution from its old path
on to new lines; but in reality it was practically pre-
served from this by three main influences. The first was
the persistency with which the Church clung to the 'rule
of faith' and the simple facts of the gospel as a clue to
guide it through all its perplexities. The second was that,
although interpreting all things by the words of the New
Testament texts, the Church still claimed that the meaning of
these texts was to be got only through her own Tradition. And
the last was that as the Canon had been formed of documents
embodying each and every stage of Christian doctrine from the
time of Jesus onwards, so passages were always to be found some*
where that would support any or every view which could be
taken of the Trinity, of the nature of God or of Christ, of
Redemption, of Sin and Grace, of Faith and Works, and so on.
But the compilation of the Canon, although a matter of
the most pressing necessity for the Church at the time.